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Welcome to  
SAINT FAITHS EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

and we are pleased you are looking at our Parish Profile as part of your discernment. 
 
Our Congregation 
 
We, the members of Saint Faith's Episcopal Church, recognize that we are disciples of Jesus 
Christ. As disciples, we are committed to providing a Christian environment for spiritual growth 
and for responding to the needs of our community. 
 
Following the retirement of our rector, we took a step back to look at our parish today and 
discuss where we might want to go in the future. We recently participated in a Congregational 
Assessment Tool, facilitated by Holy Cow Consulting. We are a community on a spiritual 
journey seeking to grow in faith, service, worship, education and outreach. 
 
St. Faith’s has been called a ‘diamond in the rough’.  We are a parish with a tremendously 
strong history of being a vibrant and interactive parish.  We are a parish with significant financial 
resources, but a parish that has recently seen our numbers decreasing – a parish that is poised 
to be a partner with a priest ready to join us in the next chapter …. 
 
St. Faith’s is unique: 
 

� We have a dedicated core of parishioners, some of whom have attended St. Faith’s for 
over 40 years.  These core parishioners form the backbone of our leadership. 

� We have a beautiful wooded campus with multiple buildings and a beautiful church; 
� We have over five (5) acres of undeveloped land that could be used to expand our 

ministry; 
� We are administering a relatively new endowment fund of nearly $2 million. 
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Hopes for the Future and Goals  
 
The congregation and vestry of St. Faith’s have given a great deal of thought to the direction 
that the parish should take in the future.  At the heart of our vision is our deepening commitment 
to Jesus Christ and our faithful living of the Christian life. This is the foundation of all that we 
seek to do.   The following are some of the recent thoughts and hopes for the future: 
 

� Provide more opportunities for Christian education and formation for all ages.  
� Develop ministries that work toward healing those broken by life circumstances.  
� Strengthen the process by which members are called and equipped for ministry and 

leadership.  
� Make necessary changes to attract families with children and youth.  
� Develop and implement a comprehensive strategy to reach new people through 

expanded forms of outreach and the embrace of social media. 
 
The Property: The parish owns five (5) acres of surrounding undeveloped land representing 
over half of our property holdings. 

We would hope that this additional land will allow the church and school to expand as 
needs arise. 

 
Christian Education:  The congregation has stated that it believes Christian Education is 
important.   

We would hope that we can strengthen our Christian Education programs by formulating 
new and exciting adult offerings to challenge our minds and spirit 

 
Outreach:  The congregation has always tried to assist with the needs of others outside the 
congregation.  We operate a very successful food pantry that serves the Cutler Bay area. Last 
year we distributed over 2400 bags of groceries to over 210 households, assisting nearly 600 
people each month. We also supported about 40 homeless people with not only food, but other 
necessities.  The food pantry is open one day a week and is operated by volunteers from the 
parish. Financial support is provided by the parish, the diocese and other grants. 

We would hope that our Outreach programs will expand and flourish. 
 
The School:  St. Faith’s has had a school on our property for over 50 years.   The current 
school is operated by an independent group who lease the facilities.  Nevertheless, the fact is 
that the school is a significant and meaningful part of our parish life.  However, most of the day 
school participants are not members of the congregation. 
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Social Events are an important part of 
St. Faith’s life.   
 
We regularly gather for dinners and other social events at the church. 
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Palm Sunday 

          
 
 

ECW Spring Tea     St. Faith Church at Capacity 
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Property and Buildings 
 
Our property and buildings is one of our strongest assets.   St. Faith’s is located on 
approximately 10 acres of land adjacent to the Homestead Extension of Florida’s Turnpike.   
Five and one-half acres of this land were acquired in 1998 have not been developed. There are 
six buildings on the developed land:  
 

 

The Church is a warm and inviting space that seats approximately 250.  An open patio adjoins it 
that is used for many outdoor receptions 
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� The Parish Hall contains a kitchen, a 
meeting / banquet space for approximately 
200, and two classrooms. 

� The Administration Building houses the 
offices of the Rector, the Parish 
Administrator, and Choir administration.  
The Office is also used to run the Food 
Pantry. 

� The storage shed is used for the storage of 
maintenance equipment.  

� The West Classroom Building has six classrooms.  Along with the School Office building, 
it is currently leased to the Village of Early Education who operate a school on campus.  

 
� The Outdoor Chapel. The chapel includes an altar and benches located in a wonderful 

shaded area of our woods 

  
 

. 
                         The Altar on Easter day 
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Ministries and Parish Organizations 
 
St. Faith’s has many organizations that actively support the work and social needs of the parish.  
The following is a brief outline: 
 
WORSHIP 
Sunday:   9:00 a.m.   Holy Eucharist with Choir 
 
Food Pantry 
 
St. Faith’s operates a very successful food pantry that serves the Cutler Bay area.  Last year we 
distributed over 2400 bags of groceries to over 210 households, assisting nearly 600 people 
each month.  We also supported about 40 homeless people with not only food, but other 
necessities.  The food pantry is open one day a week and is operated by volunteers from the 
parish. Financial support is provided by the parish, the diocese and other grants. 
 
Altar Guild 
 
The Altar Guild has the privilege of assisting the clergy whenever necessary to ensure each 
service runs smoothly.  This includes being responsible for marking books, setting out the silver 
communion vessels and making sure there is sufficient wine and hosts for each service.  The 
Altar Guild is the silent, behind the scenes part of the weekly services at St. Faith’s.  The 
beautiful altar at St. Faith’s is no happy accident, but it is the product of lots of hard work. 
 
Choir 
 
The Choir meets for practice every Sunday before services, and more frequently when 
preparing for special services.  They sing at all 9:00 AM services. The choir has a dedicated 
organist, who is also a member of the parish.  The choir is supported financially by the parish 
and small stipends are included for some student musicians. 
 
East Ridge Retirement Community 
 
East Ridge Retirement Village is located approximately two miles from St. Faith’s.  East Ridge 
has been an important part of St. Faiths for many, many years.   Several families of our parish 
reside at East Ridge.  St. Faith’s has provided a Eucharist services at East Ridge for those 
residents who cannot otherwise attend Sunday services. 
 
Daughters of the King 
 
A chapter of the Order of the Daughters of the King was established at St. Faith’s in 1998.  Our 
chapter includes several women who are dedicated to a life-long program of prayer, service and 
evangelism, for the purpose of spreading Christ’s Kingdom and strengthening the spiritual life of 
the parish.  The chapter meets regularly and looks forward to membership growth next year. 
 
Ushers 
 
The ushers meet, greet, and assist each person who arrives at the service.  They are 
responsible for handing out bulletins, seating late-comers at appropriate times, setting up extra 
chairs and providing special help, such as a wheel chair, if needed.  They take a count of the 
congregation for the priest and collect the offering.   
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ECW 
 
The ECW sponsors a Welcome Tea each Fall to introduce women new to the parish to its 
program of fellowship and outreach.  Outreach activities include an annual Valentine’s Day 
fudge sale which provides cash for outreach project.  The “Penny Pail” is an on-going project 
that provides pennies for the Church Periodical Club.  At Christmas time, members contribute 
gifts to be distributed where needed in the community. 
 
Preparing Easter and Thanksgiving food baskets are major endeavors that involve many 
members. 
 
The UTO Fall and Spring in-gatherings are an integral part of the ECW’s commitment.  Parish 
members have been generous in their thank offerings. 
 
Men’s Group 
 
The men of the parish meet once a month at a local restaurant. Generally, the meetings provide 
an excellent opportunity for the men to build good relationships by having great conversations 
over appetizers, drinks, coffee or dinner.   
 
Prayer Network 
 
St. Faith’s Prayer Network consists of several members who regularly pray for the parish, its 
vestry and its clergy, members of the parish who are ill or troubled, and any other people for 
whom prayers are requested.  Several network members are asked to offer prayers daily for 
particular individuals for at least two weeks.  Then the names are rotated to other members so 
that prayers are offered over a two-month period, if needed. 
 
Lay Readers and Lectors 
St. Faith’s Lay Readers assist with the service and administer the chalice during communion.  
 
Lectors read the first lesson and lead the reading of the psalm. 
 
Columbarium 
 
St. Faith’s has a 49-niche 
columbarium for the internment of our 
loved ones.   The columbarium is 
installed inside our church and 
supports itself through the sale of the 
niches.  
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HISTORY OF ST. FAITH’S EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH – 1955 - 2019 
 
St. Faith's has been an active and self-sustaining congregation for 64 years.  Over that time, we 
have been blessed with six Rectors.  St. Faith's has been the parish home to many diocesan 
leaders who have served with the various Bishops of Southeast Florida over the years.    

St. Faith's Church began in January 1955 as Faith Church, meeting in the carport of Major and 
Mrs. H.W. Hofmann with a congregation of 23.  Within a year, a Vestry Committee was 
appointed by Bishop Louttit and the congregation, renamed St. Faith's, and was meeting in the 
"Green Cathedral," a construction shack near the site of what is now the Cutler Ridge 
Elementary School. In 1956, the Rev. Dr. Arnold R. Verduin became the first Vicar of St. Faith's. 
Then in 1959, the Rev. Newton C. Wilbur came from Maryland with his family to succeed Father 
Verduin. Soon thereafter, the last payment was made on the land on which the Church was to 
be built.  

St. Faith's Day School opened in 1960 with 25 kindergarten children and one teacher. The Day 
School was very successful and grew into a Preschool that served the community for over 40 
years. 

In 1961, worship moved to the Cutler Ridge Community Center (on the site of what has become 
the Southland Mall) while the Parish Hall/Chapel and the first Education (East) Building were 
constructed. Father Wilbur was installed as rector in 1964 when St. Faith's became a self-
supporting parish. The second Education (West) Building and the Parish Office Building were 
completed that year. 

In 1968, the State of Florida acquired a 
part of our property for construction of 
the Homestead Extension of the Florida 
Turnpike. Our plan had been to build our 
permanent church on that section of the 
land. Consequently, the congregation 
voted to remodel the Parish Hall/Chapel 
into our current church. This project was 
completed in 1974. 

We were struck by Hurricane Andrew in 
August of 1992. Although our parish was 
directly in the path of the storm, the 
physical damage to the church buildings 
was minimal. We were grateful to the 
members of St. Andrew's, Boca Raton, 
who arrived that first Saturday and 
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several subsequent ones, to clear away glass and 
cut a pathway through fallen trees to the church and 
begin to put classrooms back together again.  

Soon thereafter, the 82nd Airborne set up temporary 
quarters in the West Building. They too cleaned up 
debris and cleared trees and kept out looters. The 
Day School was able to open only a few weeks later. 

The complete clean up took months, and during that 
time plans we drawn up for rebuilding and 
expansion. The Parish Hall was enlarged and 
remodeled, with new kitchen and bathroom facilities. 
The West Building classrooms were remodeled, and the playgrounds were expanded.  

Bishop Schofield dedicated the newly renovated buildings in November of 1994. In 1996, 
recognizing that our parish office building had become too small, we began plans for the present 
Administration Building, which was completed in 1997.  

In 1998 we had another cause for rejoicing. For many years land totaling five and a half acres 
adjacent to our property had passed through hands of many developers but remained vacant. 
We had long wanted to buy the land but the price was always too high. One Sunday, the vestry 
presented to the congregation the possibility that by our own efforts we might be able to buy it. 
Within nine days, the people of St. Faith's raised the funds and the congregation purchased the 
land. . 
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We call South Miami-Dade County 
home.  
 
St. Faith’s Episcopal Church is located in the Town of Cutler 
Bay in the south area of Miami Florida.  The Town of Culter 
Bay and other surrounding municipalities of Palmetto Bay 
and Pinecrest are some of the best residential 
neighborhoods in the area.  We enjoy a year-round average 
temperature of 76 degrees with over 300 days of sun.     
 
South Florida is one very large, linear city that stretches 
across three counties of Palm Beach, Broward and Dade.  
In fact, it is becoming difficult to delineate the boundaries 
between any one of the many communities, municipalities 
and its neighbors.   Miami-Dade County is a county located 
in the southeastern part of the U.S. state of Florida. It is the 
southeasternmost county on the U.S. mainland. According 
to a 2017 census report, the county had a population of 
2,751,796, making it the most populous county in Florida 
and the seventh-most populous county in the United States.  
Within Miami Dade County there are many individual 
municipalities, each with their unique character 
 

 
 
The South Dade section of the County is a rapidly growing area.  There is little land left in 
Miami-Dade County that has not been urbanized.  For this reason, a great deal of the farm land 
that is left in the county, much of it located here in South Dade, is rapidly becoming developed 
as more people are looking for more places to live and develop businesses.  The Homestead 
Extension of Florida’s Turnpike crosses US Highway 1 adjacent to St. Faith’s in Cutler Ridge.  
This junction of two major highways makes travel to and from areas throughout South Florida 
easy and fast.  The Town of Cutler Bay area is about thirty minutes from the business districts of 
downtown Miami or Coral Gables. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Parish Profile – Saint Faith’s Episcopal Church, Town of Cutler Bay, Florida   May  2019                    Page  14 of 19 

                                      

Culture and Entertainment 
 
Miami is a vibrant metropolitan city offering many opportunities for the arts, culture and 
entertainment including performing arts and other attractions.  Just down the street from St. 
Faiths is the South Dade Cultural Arts Center that provides a world-class, multi-disciplinary 
cultural venue and community gathering place in the southern part of Miami-Dade County.  

In addition to providing a diverse range of 
quality entertainment to people from all 
backgrounds and ages, the Center's mission 
includes an emphasis on educational and 
outreach activities in partnership with 
community groups. The Center's multiple 
rehearsal and performing spaces also offers 
accessible state-of-the-art facilities to the Miami-
Dade artistic community, presenters and 
audiences throughout South Florida. 
 
 

Schools and 
Universities 
 
Schools are managed county-wide by the Miami 

Dade County Public School district. it is the largest school district in Florida and the 
Southeastern United States, and the fourth largest in the United States.  The Town of Cutler 
Bay offers some of the best schools in the area. 
 
Local Universities in the area include:   

Florida International University  
Miami Dade College 
Broward College 
Barry University 
Nova University 
University of Miami 
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Some Town of Cutler Bay Statistics: 
 

Current Population: 23,828 

Unemployment Rate: 5.11% 

Household Income Levels  

Less than $30,000 36.3% 

$30,000 to $74,999 33.9% 

$75,000 to $149,999 22.5% 

$150,000 or More 7.3% 

  

  

 
  



 
Parish Profile – Saint Faith’s Episcopal Church, Town of Cutler Bay, Florida   May  2019                    Page  16 of 19 

Financial Information 
5 year budget / plan 

 
The 5-year Financial Plan shows our current year spending and aligns with our budget plan for 
the next five (5) years.  St. Faith’s currently has 32 pledging units that along with the plate 
income provides about 32% of our operating revenue.  The school income provides about 50% 
and the balance comes from the endowment fund income 
 
 
The endowment fund original principal was $1.5 million and has a current value of about $1.9 
million.  The endowment fund allows unrestricted expenditure as needed to support St. 
Faiths.  The fund should generate at least $60,000 per year of income, plus the excess cash 
balance.  Therefore, we are confident, and comfortable that this fund will allow us to fund our full 
parish operation while we work to rebuild our parish stewardship pledging base. 
. 
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THANK YOU 
St. Faith’s Episcopal Church  

we hope you will find your next home here and consider working with us 
Vestry 

Donna Lewis, Sr. Warden 
 

Stephen Lewis, Jr. Warden 
 

Andrea Taylor Jones, Asst. Jr. Warden 
 

Garth Fairbairn 
 

Mark Hadley  
 

        LaVerne Johnson 
 

Dorothy Culmer 
 

Lorienne Watson 
 

Parish Administrator:   

Esther Caselli  office@saintfaiths.org 

Lay Leaders
 

Treasurer: Eileen Alvaranga 
 

Accountant: Terry Scavella 
 

Choir Director : Virginia Covarrubias 
 

Choir Coordinator: Valrie Gayle 
 

Altar Guild Director: Christine Piersol 
 

Daughters of the King: Yvette Lee, 
President 

 

Liz White Fund: James Piersol, Trustee 

Acolytes: Brad Hadley, Coordinator 
 

Ridge Runner: Marcia Hitchins, Editor  
Junior Ridge Runner: Donna Lewis, Editor 

 
Food Pantry: Marcia Hitchins, Director 

Valrie Gayle and Dorothy Culmer, Assistant  
 

Episcopal Church Women: Donna Lewis, 
President 
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Saint Faith’s Episcopal Church  
is seeking a new rector.  

Might God and the Church be calling 
you to offer yourself for this ministry? 

 
 
If you have read this far, perhaps this opportunity is of 
interest to you or someone you know. Please visit us on the 
web at:  

www.Saintfaiths.org 

 
 
For more information about Saint Faiths, please contact:  

Berenice Wallace 
Search Committee Chair  

berenicewallace@yahoo.com 

 
 
Send or email a cover letter, your OTM profile, resume and 
references to:  

The Reverend Canon John Tidy  
Canon to the Ordinary  
The Diocese of Southeast Florida  
525 NE 15th Street  
Miami, Florida 33132  

mailto:john@diosef.org 
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